ec -_" 


KENNETH J. FOREMAN . . 
1] rr . . How Small a Whisper—! 
the = ON THE FUTURELIFE. . 6 
D 7H ayand Ss NEWS . . . Andrews Heads 
— &H Men’s Work . . U. S. Benevo- 
Ryeagiy ApysseaTe © mG | lences . . Taylor on Missions 
_ ey . Fosdick on NAACP . . U. P. 
ad 4 v USA Laymen in New York 
SS) 


ASSEKABLY COMMISSION- 
ERS (U.S.) . Appl., Ark., Ky. 


Continuing The Presbyterian Tribune 





VOLUME 141 


MARCH 2, 1959 59 NUMBER 9 





Elected to Service 


A proper understanding of the New Testament doctrine of elec- 
tion in Christ will dispel the sombre and frightening mists of 
post-Reformation theories about predestination, double predes- 
tination, reprobation and the rest of the lingering errors of 
medievalism, from which the rise of biblical science has happily 
set us free. We must note that in Rom. 9-11 St. Paul is still 
speaking about groups and nations, not about individuals. God 
is still Lord of the nations, and it is still entirely of God's will 
and grace that this nation or that is elected as the servant of his 
universal purpose: it is solely to achieve this purpose that “he 
has mercy on whom he will and whom he will he hardeneth” 
(Rom. 9:15-18). Election refers to God’s purpose in this world. It 
is true that the elected ones, if they do not fall away, will be saved 
in the world to come, but that is not the primary meaning of 
election. In the New Testament, as in the Old Testament, elec- 
tion is a matter of service, not of privilege. . . . The New Testa- 
ment does not teach that any human beings whatsoever have 
been created for reprobation, or that they are now irredeemably 
predestined to damnation. Indeed, it was against precisely such 
a view—the rabbinic notion of the rejection of the “other na- 
tions’’—-that the Christian movement was a protest. 


—ALAN RICHARDSON in An Introduction to the Theology of the 
New Testament, just published by Harper & Bros., New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Opponents of Red China Recognition Write 





More on “Cleveland” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

One reads with appreciation the pro- 
vocative editorial in Tur OvuTLook for 
February 9, 1959, entitled “ ‘Cleveland’ 
and Red China.” 

What the editorial seems not to com- 
prehend is that many who challenge the 
foreign policy position of the Cleveland 
statement on China are neither “habitual 
opponents” of the National Council of 
Churches nor “misled’’ individuals. Some 
who raise serious questions about this 
declaration are advocates of the National 
Council and serve on its communities. It 
will be a fatal mistake of supporters of 
the Cleveland position to equate critics 
of the Cleveland statement with the 
chronic critics of the National Council of 
Churches. Indeed, there are many per- 
ceptive Christians, accompanied in for- 
eign affairs, and of stature comparable to 
the authors of the Cleveland statement 
who not only challenge the position re 
flected in the Cleveland statement but re- 
pudiate it, and for good reasons: 

1. Because it is believed to be wrong in 
substance and basic principle. 

2. Because it seems to reveal an abysmal 
misunderstanding of the real nature of 
Communism and hence of the ideological 
conflict of our age. 

3. Because in being uttered at this par- 
ticular time, it is a tragic tactical mistake 
and a positive disservice to the United 
States of America and the cause of world 
peace. 

Some thoughtful Christians who know 
their way around in foreign policy will 
answer all three of the questions in the 
editorial in the affirmative and yet chal- 
lenge the Cleveland statement in its sub- 
stance and for its dangerous timing. 

EDWARD L. R. ELson. 
Washington, D. C. 


NOTE—The editorial clearly recognized 
and stated that there are such persons as 
specified above who disagree with the 
Cleveland statement.—Editors. 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial in the February 9 issue, 
“*Cleveland’ and Red China,” raises some 
questions which evidently you fee] should 
be answered. So do I. 

After defending the action of the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference on the 
NCC you ask, in regard to recognizing 
Red China, “Does recognition imply ap- 
proval”? It may come as a shock to you, 
but it does—in the eyes of many people. 
I for one do not approve of Red China, or 
Franco Spain, or the former Batista Cuba, 
or Tito Yugoslavia, to mention just a few. 
I not only do not approve of them, but I 
am weary of our tax money going to sup- 
port those dictators. I am sick of Trujilo 
and the Dominican Republic. Why is it 
that so many of the peoples of Latin 
America and Asia wonder why it is that 
we carry on any sort of relations with 
such governments as they represent? Let 
us not forget that for the Battle of Antie- 
tam Britain and France would have recog- 
nized the Confederacy, and in doing so 
would have recognized all that the Con- 
federacy stood for. And at that same june- 
ture in history we refused to recognize 
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Maximillan in Mexico. There are many 
of us who sincerely believe that one of 
the greatest errors this country ever com- 
mitted in the field of international diplo- 
macy was the recognition of the USSR in 
the early 1930s. What have we gained 
from that one? 


Then you ask what shall we do with 
our allies who do recognize Red China— 
Britain, for example? We may continue 
expressing our dislike for that action. 
Just because Britain does something does 
not necessarily imply that it is right. (Her 
retreat from bankrupt industrialization of 
several industries points that out.) What 
has Britain gained from recognizing Red 
China? 

You then raise three questions: Was it 
wrong for the NCC to invite prominent 
laymen and ministers to confer on ques- 
tions of world order in light of their 
Christian faith; was it wrong for the NCC 
to permit member denominations to select 
their own representatives to this confer- 
ence; was it wrong for this group to make 
their own decision? There is nothing 
wrong with any of these. The wrongness 
comes in thinking they were correct in 
their decision.* And it is just as wrong 
to believe that they have the answers 
when other Christians are not in agree- 
ment. Our own Secretary of State is a 
Christian, he does not concur. Our own 
President is a Christian; he does not con- 
cur. Some of our Presbyterian groups 
are Christians; they do not concur. ... 

There remains one further question in 
my mind: Just what is the exact rela- 
tionship of this Fifth World Order Study 
Conference to the National Council of 
Churches? If it does not speak for the 
NCC, then why was it sponsored by it? 
If on the other hand it does speak for the 
NCC, why has not—or will not—the report 
be placed before that group in a plenary 
session for full debate? Frankly, it makes 
little difference to many of us what the 
exact relationship is between the two 
groups. We just feel the report is wrong, 
and it is interesting to note who felt it 
was right. 

We have a great truth in our Confession 
of Faith, XXXIITI, 3, “All synods or coun- 
cils since the apostles’ times, whether gen- 
eral or particular, may err, and many have 
erred...” And in the next paragraph we 
read, “Synods and councils are to handle 
or conclude nothing but that which is 
ecclesiastical. .. .” Let us not fall into 
the practice of the Roman Church which 
states she can never err nor feel that any 
matter is outside “faith and morals.” 

As a paper you have never hesitated to 
criticize the church when its Assemblies 
failed to do what you thought they should; 
why be upset because there are some of us 
who feel that the action in Cleveland was 
the ecclesiastical faux pas of 1958? 

Haroip M. PARKER, JR. 
Winfield, Kansas. 


P. S. I shall continue to support, as I 
have in the past, the NCC. I shall do so 
because it, like myself, is not perfect. 


* NOTE—The freedom to disagree with 
the decision was clearly recognized. No 
word has yet been uttered by us in these 
columns that in any way would limit or 
suggest that this freedom be limited.— 
Editors. 


Seminary Merger 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have taken your bait and would enter 
the “Affair Western-Pittsburgh-Xenig” 
(OuTLooK, Feb. 16). Jim Gardner and 
Lynn Myers “know not what they ask.” 
If THE OUTLOOK were to publish the past 
theological discussions (I use the term 
with tongue-in-cheek) between the two 
schools, I think that Mrs. Karr’s thesis 
could be proven. 

It, therefore, suggests a little theologica] 
program that might interest you. My 
proposition is this. Ask some basic ques- 
tions of our Reformed faith, of professors 
of both schools. Ask them to let you pub- 
lish their answers. Such basic questions 
as: 
1. What is your view of the inspiration 
of Scripture? 

2. What do you teach that the atone 
ment of Jesus Christ means and is? 

3. Can you hold the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith in its simple, obvious 
meaning? 

You will find, if they dare to answer so 
that ordinary churchmen are not fooled 
by their use of words, that we all will 
know the truth or lack of it in Mrs. Karr’s 
letter. This might be better than the 
shouting of seniors or the growls of grad- 
uates of either seminary. 

Harry W. RANKIN (Pitt-Xenia, 1945) 
Houston, Pa. 

NOTE—We are inclined to feel that the 
usual Presbyterian method of conducting 
such investigations, where needed, would 
be better than the procedure suggested 
here.—Editors. 


Ministers’ Degrees 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Thank you for the discussion regarding 
honorary degrees in your February 16 is- 
sue. But where is the consideration of the 
basic question, “How can the presentation 
of such degrees serve Christ’s church and 
his ministers?” 

The unethical conniving to win degrees, 
the granting of these honors to benefit a 
struggling school, the laymen’s demand 
that their minister must have one, etc.— 
these conditions are known to us all and 
have justly led to a disrespect for such 
degrees. 

The answer is not to abandon such de- 
grees as is already the case in some 
schools, nor is it to award them whole- 
sale; rather, we must insist that the man- 
ner of awarding them in church-related 
colleges be acceptable to the church. 

Let the church insist that there shall be 
one ground only for the awarding of the 
honorary degrees, S.T.D. and D.D., by 
church institutions. That shall be ex- 
ceptional service in the spirit and name 
of Christ to his people, their communities 
and to his church. Let the church insist 
that the manner of awarding shall be by 
the joint decision and presentation of 
representatives of the judicatories of the 
church and of the governing boards of 
awarding institutions. Let the number to 
be awarded each year be limited, and let 
merit and merit alone, be the criterion 
for making the award. 

THeEoporE A. RATH, 
Synod Executive. 
East Orange, N.J. 

NOTE—Such a plan as proposed here 
would doubtless result in the greater rec 
ognition of real merit. However, it would 
still create unfortunate if superficial 
distinctions within the supposed “parity 
of the ministry.” If regrettable, it may be 
inevitable that we have a caste system. 
—Editors. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


LEGISLATION has been introduced in 
Congress by New York Senator Kenneth 
B. Keating that would exempt members 
of the clergy and press from being re- 
quired by Federal Courts to reveal any 
confidences committed to them in their 
professional capacity... . THE ALASKA 
Council of Churches in its annual meet- 
ing has called for stronger divorce laws, 
a ban against all forms of gambling, and 
public hearings on liquor legislation. 
... TURKISH-BORN Metropolitan James 
Koukouces of Melita. has been named as 
the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of North 
and South America, succeeding Arch- 
bishop Michael, who died last summer. 
... MEMBERS OF THE North Carolina 
Legislature were guests of the Raleigh 
Ministerial Association at a recent re- 
ception. .. . ONE HUNDRED and twenty- 
five Protestant and Jewish clergymen of 
Greater Miami signed a statement declar- 
ing “the public school system must not 
be destroyed.”. . . HERBERT S. MEKEEL 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Sche- 
nectady, N.Y., president of the National 
Association of Evangelicals, a Funda- 
mentalist organization, has deplored 
what he termed favorable Protestant re- 
actions to Pope John XXIII’s call for 
an ecumenical council. . . . CLERGYMEN 
will be prohibited from revealing con- 
fidences in court under a bill passed by 
both houses of the Tennessee Legisla- 
ture... . THE Minnesota Council of 
Churches will celebrate “100 years of 
cooperation by Protestant churches of the 
state” with special observances sched- 
uled for next summer and fall... . IN 
RESOLUTIONS to be presented to the re- 
gional synod of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in the Southern Transvaal, the 
South African government will be asked 
to ban the wearing of two-piece bathing 
suits by women of all races. A resolution 
also requests the government to prohibit 
wrestling matches by women. . . . Four 
NEW Roman Catholic high schools are 
to be established by the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis at a cost of $4,000,000... . 
A University oF GEorGIA literary so- 
ciety has adopted a resolution opposing 
the helding of “Religion in Life Week” 
on the college campus on the grounds of 
separation of church and state. ... THE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION has 
discovered evidence that anonymous cam- 
paign literature was distributed in the 
six-day “write-in” and gummed sticker 
campaign that defeated Rep. Brooks 











WCC COMMITEE TAKES NO ACTION 
ON PROPOSED COUNCIL OF POPE 


GENEVA, SWITZERLAND (SPECIAL)— 
Lack of factual information about the 
Ecumenical Council recently proposed by 
Pope John XXIII makes it impossible 
for the World Council of Churches to 
make any specific statement about it now, 
the body’s executive committee agreed 
in its semi-annual meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

At a five-day meeting at the Council’s 
headquarters, the executive committee 
covered a wide range of subjects from 
the return to Cyprus of Archbishop 
Makarios to plans for its first meeting 
in South America. 

The committee heard World Council 
president, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, 
Methodist of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
outline plans for the committee’s meeting 
in the city Feb. 8-12, 1960. This will 
be the first major meeting of any deliber- 
ative body of the World Council of 
Churches in Latin America. 

Bishop Barbieri said he hopes the visit 
of the executive committee will lead to 
better understanding of the ecumenical 
movement on that continent where evan- 
gical churches are expanding rapidly. 
He asked committee members to accept 
speaking engagements throughout Latin 
America in connection with the meeting. 
Consultations with evangelical and Or- 
thodox leaders are planned. 


Widespread Interest 

While voting to withhold formal com- 
ment on the recent Vatican proposal for 
an Ecumenical Council, the committee 
did indicate that there was widespread 
interest on the topic among its 171 mem- 
ber-churches in 53 lands. 

General approval was given to an 
earlier statement by the WCC’s general 
secretary, W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, which 
said that “much depends on the manner 
in which the council will be called and 
the spirit in which the question of Chris- 
tian unity is approached.” He said, ““The 
question is how ecumenical will the coun- 
cil be in composition and in spirit?” 

A small group was appointed to keep 
under review implications and develop- 
ments in connection with the forthcom- 
ing Ecumenical Council. The view was 
unanimously expressed that the experi- 
ence of the ecumenical movement as ex- 
pressed by the World Council indicates 





Hays (D.-Ark.), president of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, last November. 


that “progress toward unity is made when 
churches meet together on the basis of 
mutual respect with full commitment on 
the part of each church to the truth of 
the gospel, to charity, and to a faithful 
interpretation of its deepest convictions.” 

Actual cooperation among churches in 
service, in working for a responsible 
society and a just and durable peace, and 
in theological discussions were listed as 
“fruitful first steps” to interchurch rela- 
tions. Efforts to secure religious liberty 
for “all pecple in every land” were also 
named, 

The executive expressed confidence 
that Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
churches belonging to the World Council 
“will continue to pray for unity as Christ 
wills it.” 

In other actions the committee: 

—URGED the cessation of atomic tests 
recognizing that “any agreement, how- 
ever carefully framed, involves a measure 
of calculated risk for all parties.” The 
statement was drafted by the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs 
and transmitted to the heads of British, 
Soviet, and American delegations meeting 
for three-power talks concurrently in 
Geneva. 


—APPROVED development of detailed 
plans for the first stages of the new WCC 
headquarters to be located near the 
United Nations in Geneva. The $2,500,- 
000 project for a modern headquarters 
includes a centrally-placed chapel. 

—RECEIVED a report from H. H. Wolf, 
director of the Ecumenical Institute, Bos- 
sey, Switzerland, one of a two-man dele- 
gation from the WCC to Cyprus, and 
expressed hope for the early return of 
Archbishop Makarios to Cyprus. 


Orthodox Response 


—NOTED that although no official reply 
has vet been received from the Holy Or- 
thodox Church of Russia regarding pro- 
posals made last August, representatives 
of the Patriarchate are expected to attend 
the Council’s Central Committee meeting 
on the Island of Rhodes Aug. 18-29. 

—WELCOMED “most cordially” the 
United Nations decision to proclaim 
1959 World Refugee Year and promised 
that the World Council, ‘“‘in addition to 
its permanent service, will do all in its 
power to cooperate in any constructive 
initiative taken by governments to solve 
the refugee problem.” —— 








—REVIEWED progress of negotiations 
for integration of the WCC with the In- 
ternational Missionary Council and in- 
dicated that “no radical change” has 
been suggested in the draft plan of mer- 
ger. 

—EXPRESSED “great appreciation’”’ to 
the churches for the steady increase in 


giving to its Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Refugees “without dramatic ap- 
peals or an emergency.” The 1958 budget 
of $825,000 was oversubscribed. 

—vorep that delegates to the Third 
Assembly to be held in Asia at the end 
of 1960 be 600, the same as at the 1954 
Assembly in Evanston, II]. 


U. P. USA LAYMEN ARE URGED TO 
EXTEND CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 


New York (RNsS)—Spreading of the 
Christian message on a world scale must 
be speeded up to match the pace of ad- 
vances being recorded in scientific fields, 
a panel discussion concluded at the fifth 
annual Eastern Area meeting here of 
the National Council of United Presby- 
terian Men. 

Moderator of the four-man panel of 
overseas churchmen was Eugene Carson 
Blake of Philadelphia, stated clerk of 


ANY QUE 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel: Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Ben L. 
Rose of the faculty of Union Theological 
Seminary (Va.); L. M. Allison, dean-elect of 
the Erskine (S. C.) Theological Seminary; 
and President Charles E. S$. Kraemer of the 
Presbyterian, U.S.,  Assembly’s Training 
School. Mr. X speaks for laymen. 


MOVIES AND SUNDAY 
If a person attends church regularly 
on Sunday, is it wrong to attend movies 
during the week? 

Rose: I am interested in the way that 
question is worded. It seems to say that 
if you go to church on Sunday you are, 
therefore, given certain privileges the 
rest of the week. It seems to be almost 
necessary to separate the question. The 
question boils down to whether it is 
wrong to go to the movies at all. It is 
really a question of whether it is wrong 
to go to the movies. I personally do not 
see that it is wrong to go to the movies, 
depending upon the movies which I 
choose. If I go to the movies and there- 
by my lusts are stirred, my desire to do 
evil is stirred, then it has been wrong. 
If I choose a good movie and go for 
relaxation, I can see nothing wrong with 
it. But going to the movies has no con- 
nection with going to church on Sunday. 
A man should go to church on Sunday 
and then make up his own mind whether 
he feels he may profitably use his time 
by going to the movies during the week. 

Mr. X: I wonder if it might not be 
worthwhile to broaden that question a 
bit because there is no relationship be- 
tween going to church and anything else 
that is good or wholesome or worthwhile. 
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the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA. 

The panelists dealt with the develop- 
ment of national church forces in the 
20th century. 

Underscoring the panel theme Dr. 
Blake called for a “Christian world 
view” instead of an adherence to secular 
views which have led only to “discour- 
agement, confusion and fears.” 

He referred to the emergence of na- 


STIONS? 


RosE: This is a good observation. I 
would agree with that entirely. That is 
why I say that the two parts of the ques- 
tion don’t even belong together. 


DIVORCE & REMARRIAGE 
woman married a man who was 
already married (he was a bigamist). 
They were separated and now she 
wishes to marry again. Can she do so? 


ALLISON: We can be pretty safe in 
saying that remarriage in every case is 
not wrong. In this case the person want- 
ing to remarry was certainly the inno- 
cent party in the first marriage and, with- 
out going any further into the question 
of remarriage, we can say that it would 
be perfectly permissible in the light of 
the teaching of the Scripture for this per- 
son to remarry. 


GOD WITH JESUS? 
When Jesus comes the second time 
will God be with him then? 

KRAEMER: Evidently this questioner 
is struggling with the very difficult prob- 
lem with which all of us have to struggle 
as we try to understand the Trinity, un- 
derstanding how God can be three per- 
sons and yet be just one person. I think 
that is the basic problem here—“when 
Jesus comes the second time will God 
be with him then?” In a very real sense 
we believe that Jesus Christ is God, and 
God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself. Yet there is a sense also 
in which there was a distinction made as 
Jesus himself prayed to God. I would 
certainly say that God would be with 
Jesus when he comes a second time, God 
is always with Jesus and in Jesus. Jesus 
is the visible manifestation of God. 





Andrews Heads Men’s Work 

Ernest A. (Andy) Andrews, Jr., who 
has been director of program and service 
for Presbyterian, U. S., Men’s Work, has 
been named secretary of the division, 
succeeding S. J. “Jap” Patterson, now 
head of United Church Men. Mr. An- 
drews spent last year at World Council 
of Churches headquarters in Geneva on 
a special assignment. 








tional churches overseas and noted that 
the day of missionary colonialism. has 
been replaced by the ecumenical move- 
ment. He pointed out that the United 
Presbyterian Church is associated with 
171 churches in 56 countries. 

Some 2,000 laymen attended the three- 
day meeting. It was one of three area 
meetings dealing with the overall theme, 
“Build on Our Most Holy Faith,” being 
held in Sacramento, Calif., and Wichita, 
Kans., besides New York. The regional 
sessions will be followed by the National 
Council’s 11th annual meeting in Chi- 
cago, March 13-15. 

Representing 3,300 local chapters with 
some 400,000 members, the National 
Council is the laymen’s organization of 
the United Presbyterian Church, USA. 


Little Gives Keynote 

In a keynote address to the meeting 
here Ganse Little, pastor of Pasadena 
(Calif.) Presbyterian Church, called on 
the laymen to cut new paths and carry 
their Christian witness into everyday 
work. He said: 

“Freedom to love and serve your fel- 
lowman, to act as true ‘priests,’ meditat- 
ing the love of God to all men, inevitably 
requires a reinterpretation of what Chris- 
tian laymen are supposed to think and to 
be and to do which I sincerely believe 
transcends the limited goals too charac- 
teristic of too many of our self-styled lay- 
men’s movements.” 


Brooks Hays, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and former Demo- 
cratic Representative from Arkansas, 
warned the delegates against “feeding 
one’s irritations” in their relations with 
other races. He urged increased efforts 
“to rebuild the lines of communication 
to Negro groups so that they can tell us 
their aspirations.” 

In a report to the meeting, Lloyd M. 
Collins of Lakeville, Mich., national 
president of the organization, said the 
Presbyterian lay movement “‘is based on 
the firm conviction that men who are 
good citizens in the church become effec- 
tive witnesses for Christ in the world.” 

The meeting ended with a service of 
dedication led by Theophilus N. Taylor 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. He urged the men to 
reflect on the “urgency of a first-genera- 
tion Christian” and cautioned that in 
reaching out to others, the laymen can- 
not “give what they haven’t got.” 
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TAYLOR CAUTIONS AGAINST EARLY 
RELAXATION OF MISSIONS EFFORT 


Theophilus M. Taylor, Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, said that the 
church in its ecumenical mission to the 
world must not confuse a beachhead with 
“Mission Accomplished.” 

Dr. Taylor, who is also chairman of 
his church’s Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations, reported to the 
commission at its February meeting as 
to the state of the church as he saw it on 
a recent trip to eight of the forty-one 
countries in which United Presbyterians 
work abroad. 

“Tet no one think, because there are 
now independent, self-governing church- 
es in many places to which we have been 
sending missionaries for one hundred 
years, that the missionary task has been 
done,” said Dr. Tayler. “This is a time 
to tie together and strengthen our far- 
flung outposts in the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom.” 

“Significant beginnings have been made 
by the various national and regional coun- 
cils related to the International Mission- 
ary Council in the era of foreign missions, 
but the tying together and strengthening 
of Christian beachheads must be done by 
the churches themselves. Several impor- 
tant developments have taken place re- 
cently. In Mexico City last September the 
Presbyterian Churches of Latin America 
at their second conference developed in 
fellowship a new sense of self-confidence 
and an unmistakably greater spiritual 
dynamic. Undoubtedly the 18th General 
Council of the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance, scheduled for Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
next summer, will also contribute to a 
rising self-respect, as Latin-American 
Presbyterians discover that they are part 
of a world-wide community of more than 
forty million Presbyterians. On a broad- 
er ecclesiastical baseline are the recently 
established East Asia Christian Confer- 
ence and the first Conference of Asian 
Church Women held in Hong Kong last 
November.” 


Products of Younger Churches 

Dr. Taylor stressed the importance of 
participation by younger churches in the 
ecumenical community at the world level, 
where they can make a necessary contri- 
bution from their fresher, less tradition- 
bound points of view. ‘There is no mis- 
taking it that some of the keenest and 
most penetrating theological minds are 
being produced in the vounger churches.” 

“In order to pour in fresh, newly trained 
reinforcements for further advance, we 
must build up our reserves and shorten 
our supply lines. We are in an era in 
the missionary expansion of the church 
that calls for a new kind of personnel 
training. The commission has instituted 
a well-rounded training program at Stony 
Point, New York, but we need to make 
re-evaluations from time to time.” 

“Has not the church reached the stage 
in ecumenical mission when it must con- 
sider seriously the building up of per- 
sonnel reserves?’’ asked Dr. Taylor. 

“Is it really too much to hope for in 
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the church that we should have an ade- 
quate supply of people ready at short 
notice to be sent into new and promising 
locations? Is the conception of a mission 
service reserve corps of ministers, profes- 
sional people, business men and women, 
doctors, nurses, etc. only a romantic phan- 
tasy and completely unrealistic? Are there 
no committed Christians in our churches 
who could be interested in being placed in 
such reserve standing?” 


Dr. Taylor recommended that “in the 
consolidation of our missionary position, 
we must consider the rejuvenation of 
some of the ancient Christian Churches 
and the renascence that has occurred in 
the ancient world religions. We should 
be prosecuting within the Christian mis- 
sion sympathetic and scholarly studies of 
ancient churches and of ancient religions 
so that our conversations may be really 
productive.” 


The use of churchmen and church- 
women resident abroad for primary pur- 
poses other than missions was empha- 
sized by Dr. Taylor. Many are interested 
in making a Christian witness but, with- 
out direction, do not know how to begin. 
This large potential cannot be ignored 
in this period, he said, when we are at- 
tempting to consolidate and strengthen 
our scattered outposts. Orientation pro- 
grams in America on overseas church- 
manship must be multiplied and im- 
proved by intelligent objective review and 
continued planning. 


Women’s Executive 


Emily Gibbes, Philadelphia, Pa., Pres- 
byterian, UPUSA, secretary for the East- 
ern area of the U. S., will become execu- 
tive secretary of the women’s department 
in the Board of Christian Education 
Mar. 15. Among her other responsibili- 
ties: study programs and materials lead- 
ership and planning. 


U.S. Church's Benevolences 
Show 8% Gain for the Year 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—Total contribu- 
tions to benevolence causes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., reached an all-time high 
in 1958, showing an increase of 8% over 
1957. 

J. G. Patton, executive secretary of 
the General Council, reported that despite 
the recession which affected giving in 
many congregations last year, total con- 
tributions reached the record high of 
$6,693,172 for Assembly causes. This 
represents an increase of $507,938 over 
the previous year. Total gifts from 
church members to local expenses and 
building costs, synod, presbytery, and 
Assembly causes are expected to exceed 
$80,000,000. 

More than half the total contributions 
from Southern Presbyterians went to 
World Missions, with the increase in 
gifts to this cause amounting to 10%. 
The 1958 contributions for missions 
were $3,756,265, an increase of $340,460. 

Next largest increase was for the Board 
of Church Extension, which is respon- 


sible for mission work in the 17 South- 
ern states in which the church is at work. 
The funds for this work were increased 
by $67,377 during 1958 to a total of 
$1,187,377—a 6% increase. 

Largest percentage increases were 
marked up by two of the smaller agen- 
cies of the church, because of increases 
in budgets voted by the General Assem- 
bly two years ago. These were the His- 
torical Foundation, a 28% increase to a 
total of $20,431, and the Board of Wom- 
en’s Work, a 22% increase to a total of 
$105,315. 

Only one agency of the church received 
less money in 1958 than it did the year 
before. Montreat, the Assembly’s con- 
ference center in North Carolina, had a 
loss of 1% in receipts, with a total of 
$84,139 coming in. 

Dr. Patton reported that the total in- 
crease and the percentage increase in 
1958 were both larger than for the pre- 
vious year. Receipts for each agency of 
the General Assembly are as follows: 


BUDGET RECEIPTS FROM LIVING DONORS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY CAUSES, 1957 and 1958 


Per Cent of 











1957 1958 Increase Increase 
World Missions $3,415,805 $3,756,265 $340,460 10% 
Church Extension 1,120,000 1,187,377 67,377 6 
Christian Education 442,071 471,763 29,692 q 
Annuities and Relief 560,330 598,495 38,165 
Women’s Work 86,092 105,315 19,223 2 
General Council 124,105 128,083 3,978 3 
Assembly’s Training School 129,314 131,847 2,533 2 
Montreat 84,663 84,139 — 524 —1 
Stillman 136,497 137,261 764 1 
Historical Foundation 15,905 20,431 4,526 28 
American Bible Society 34,997 35,771 774 2 
Presbyterian Foundation 17,047 17,559 512 3 
Interchurch Agencies 18,408 18,866 458 2 
ToTaLs $6,185,234 $6,693,172 $507,938 8% 








HUNTLEY-NAACP GIVE-AND-TAKE 


This letter, by the widely-known Harry Emerson Fosdick, longtime and now 
emeritus pastor of Riverside Church, New York, appeared in 
The New York Times. 


To THE EDITOR OF 
THE NEw York TIMEs: 

Chet Huntley, a National Broadcast- 
ing Company television commentator, on 
a recent nation-wide program on school 
integration in Atlanta made the amazing 
proposal that the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
should withdraw from the struggle to im- 
plement the Supreme Court’s ruling 
against segregation in the public schools 
because it is an “unacceptable symbol” 
to moderate white Southerners. 

The enormous audience of a great net- 
work puts an unusual obligation for 
wisdom on its spokesmen. Mr, Huntley’s 
remarks were neither wise nor justified 
by an objective examination of the situa- 
tion. In fact, they bear a resemblance 
to the arguments of pro-segregationists 
that harmony would exist between the 
races and white Southerners would make 
steady progress toward equality if only 
the “extremist”? NAACP would not stir 
up trouble. That Mr. Huntley, even un- 
willingly, as he said, should adept this 
view illustrates a widespread misunder- 
standing of the role of the NAACP. 

To characterize as extremist a move- 
ment which has been governed in every 
instance by rulings of the courts would 
seem to me a misuse of the language. 
Violence has been used repeatedly against 
NAACP members. Scores of Negro par- 
ents, who have taken legal action to ob- 
tain a better education for their children, 
have had their livelihoods destroyed 
through economic reprisal. The invari- 
able answer of the NAACP has been to 
appeal to the courts for redress. 


Court Actions Sponsored 

There is no way of telling how much 
would have been done to improve the 
grossly inferior schools for Negro chil- 
dren in Southern states had the NAACP 
not sponsored actions in the courts for 
equal educational opportunity. 

I have been told that not a single new 
elementary school for Negro children had 
been built in Norfolk for fifty years until 
a lawsuit was filed in 1951 in behalf of 
Negro school children in another Vir- 
ginia county. Several splendid Negro 
schools have since been erected. 

Nor is it widely known that the first 
suit ever filed asking for elementary 
school integration in the South came 
about in 1950, after a group of Negro 
parents in rural South Carolina had 
begged officials to provide buses for their 
children as was done for white young- 
sters. Only after the request was denied 
did the parents ask the NAACP to file 
a suit for admission of their children to 
white schools. This was one of the cases 
on which the United States Supreme 
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Court ruled four years later, establishing 
the principle that school segregation was 
unconstitutional. 

Public schools in South Carolina have 
not yet been integrated. Many of the 
parents who petitioned the court in 1950 
have been hounded out of their communi- 
ties. But Negro children now ride to 
school in buses and South Carolina has 
spent more than $75,000,000 to replace 
old and run-down Negro schools. 

If the NAACP should vanish, I think 
we may be sure that Negro parents as 
well as a good many white people would 
join to find another vehicle which would, 
if effective, be at least equally “unac- 
ceptable.” Perhaps the greatest miscon- 
ception about the NAACP is to consider 
it only the spokesman of “interfering” 
Northern liberals, when in reality it ex- 
presses the aspirations of the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Negro Southerners. 


Acceptance of Change 
Erasing a hated symbol could not 
pacify those who, through fear or for 


A continuing discussion 


political reasons, oppose progress toward 
equal justice. Those who need a symbol 
or a whipping boy will always find one. 
Mr. Huntley has not only been ill ad- 
vised. I believe his pessimism is un- 
warranted. The acceptance of school in- 
tegration in so many cities and rural 
areas south of the Mason-Dixon line 
since 1954 has demonstrated that the fear 
of this unknown danger evaporated 
when the reality was experienced. 

Mr. Huntley failed to take heart from 
the 312 white clergymen of Atlanta—the 
city pictured in his program—who only 
a few months ago publicly affirmed their 
conviction that the Supreme Court must 
be obeyed. He even overlooked the testi- 
mony of some of Atlanta’s white citizens 
presented on the same program, repre- 
sentatives of a city whose white residents 
have twice helped to elect a distinguished 
Negro educator and NAACP member, 
Dr. Rufus Clement, to the city’s Board 
of Education. 

At the very moment we were listening 
to Mr. Huntley, officials in Virginia, but 
recently a stronghold of massive re- 
sistance, were preparing for the orderly 
integration of public schools. 

Harry EMERSON FospIcx. 
New York. 


ON THE FUTURE LIFE 


So much interest was stimulated in the recent discussions in these 
columns about the salvation of the Jews and related topics that it 
seems appropriate to provide additional material—from the Draft 
Catechism of the Church of Scotland which is distributed in this 
country by The Presbyterian Outlook. Beginning in the February 23 
issue we are following the discussion from the section, ‘“Teaching on 


the Future.’’—Editors. 


In coming weeks, these questions: 
— How are we judged by God? 
— What happens to those who ac- 
cept the Christian Way of Life? 
— What happens to those who re- 
ject the Christian Way of Life? 


Question: Are we responsible to God 
for our way of living in this 
world? 

ANSWER: We are responsible to God 

for our way of living in this 

world and are judged by him. 
If there is not some fundamental di- 
vine purpose in existence then life is only 

a senseless, meaningless thing—for many 

indeed, a futile and tragic mockery: 

“'Tis all a chequer-board of Nights and 


Days 

Where Destiny with men for Pieces 
plays: 

Hither and thither moves and mates and 
slays 


And one by one back in the Closet lays.” 
But the Bible teaches that God has made 
each of us that we may play some part 
in his purpose for all mankind. We are 


meant to take a share in the advancement 
of his Kingdom. Our life gets its fullest 
and deepest meaning when it is lived in 
that setting, when we are living not for 
ourselves but in accordance with that sub- 
lime purpose of God (Genesis 12:1-3; 
Amos 7:14, 15; Isaiah 6:8; Acts 22:6- 
15). Nothing is more false than to 
imagine that we can do what we like with 
our life because it is entirely our affair. 
That erroneous notion of liberty besets 
every generation. God has made it clear 
that we are so to live from day to day, 
in our private life and in our various 
human relationships, that our life fits 
in with his redeeming purpose for all 
men. His will is made known in Jesus 
Christ and is summed up in our Lord’s 
command that we love God and love our 
neighbour as ourselves. Christians and 
non-Christians alike, we are responsible 
to God, who made us for that purpose, 
and to him we must give account of our 
life when we appear before him. That is 
one reason for our saying that, man being 
what he is, death is not merely a physical 
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fact but a spiritual experience. We are 
responsible for the life we live and shall 
be judged by him (Hebrews 9:27). He 
alone knows all the facts, all the circum- 
stances, all the opportunities we have 
had, all the capacities we have in us to 
develop, and he is all holy and all wise, 
so that his is a love that is never unmer- 
ciful and a wisdom that makes no mis- 
takes. Indeed, as we live our life day 
by day before the face of God, the judg- 
ment of God does not merely lie in the 
future: it is at work in the present. The 
voice of conscience is the echo of the 
voice of God from day to day. 


Philadelphia Presbytery 
Attacks Delinquency 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—The Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia has urged its 115 
congregations here to set up local church 
committees to co-operate with neighbor- 
hood groups and the city’s Youth Con- 
servation Commission on juvenile de- 
linquency problems. 

These churches and 80 other Presby- 
terian churches in Bucks, Montgomery 
and Delaware counties also were called 
upon to “survey needs and conditions in 
their own communities” and to try to 
meet them with some type of “service 
program.” 

At the same time, the church body 
petitioned the Governor and the legis- 
lature for a State Youth Authority and 
more facilities for the care and rehabili- 
tation of delinquerxs. The presbytery 
acted on recommendations framed by a 
Committee on Social Education and Ac- 
tion, headed by Walter J. Feely of 
Holmesburg church. 

Among other recommendations to the 
churches were greater financial support 
of the presbytery’s missions program in 
community centers and strategic inter- 
city churches, and projects to provide 
parents with information to help 
strengthen Christian home life. 


Paperback Hymnbook 
Will Be Published 


EvANSTON, ILL. (RNS)—Publication 
is expected within a year of a paperback 
collection of 118 hymns, it was an- 
nounced at a meeting of the Commission 
on Music of the National Council of 
Churches here. 


Desined for use in homes, in interde- 
nominational gatherings, and by radio 
and television stations, the book would be 
sold in drug stores, supermarkets and 
newsstands, in addition to all book stores. 

Standard Protestant denominational 
hymnals were used by the commission 
in the selection of the hymns. The result 
of four years’ work, the book was edited 
by a seven-member committee headed by 
Luther Noss, dean of the Yale University 
school of music. 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e¢ “Great things are done 
when men and mountains meet, Which 
are not done by jostling in the street,” 
said William Blake in words which are 
directly applicable to the ministry. Let 
a man choose and grapple with a few 
big issues rather than dissipate his days 
with empheral activities, with the big 
books rather than with little handbooks 
and digests. Joshua’s cry, “Give me this 
mountain!” transposed into modern 
terms, could turn the tide in our churches. 
The best occasional preacher is the man 
who is pursuing a ten-year course of 
study. 


TUESDAY e¢ In days when individual 
initiative seems to count for so little, it 
is heartening to read, in Harrison Salis- 
bury’s The Shook-up Generation, of Mrs. 
Petra Santiago, born in Puerto Rico but 
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CHURCH COFFEE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNs)—A 
Washington church announced 
plans to open a European-style 
coffee house which will specialize 
in good food, cultural activities, 
and restoration of the old-fashioned 
art of conversation. 

The coffee house will be a proj- 
ect of the Church of the Saviour, 
a non-denominational, interracial 
congregation which has won na- 
tional attention for some other un- 
orthodox but successful programs. 

Gordon Newton Cosby, 41-year- 
old former army chaplain who is 
the church’s pastor said, “We think 
the coffee house will start a whole 
new pattern of congregational life 
and serve as a useful structure for 
evangelism.” 

He said it will have a full-time 
cultural program and be a place 
where artists can exhibit and dis- 
cuss their work, poets can give 
readings, and theater-in-the-round 
can be staged. 

But mostly the coffee house will 
serve as a center for conversational 
gatherings where non-religious in- 
tellectuals can ask religious ques- 
tions “and get answers,”’ Mr. Cos- 
by said. 

All will be welcome, but “we are 
aiming primarily at the non-reli- 
gious,” the pastor said. ‘‘We hope 
to draw them through our cultural 
activities. We don’t care why they 
come as long as they do.” 











a resident in New York for twenty years 
tackling the problem of juvenile delin- 
quency on her own doorstep. Mrs. San- 
tiago is a great baseball fan, so with 
the aid of her sons she formed a baseball 
team, raised money for uniforms, re- 
cruited members, bought a pushcart for 
equipment, and herself superintends the 
games in East River Park. Through one 
woman’s efforts a score or more of boys 
are going to stay on this side of the 
trouble line, to put it no higher. 


WEDNESDAY e A great deal of what 
passes for “acceptance” and “permis- 
siveness” is only indifference in disguise. 
I met a student recently who had been 
“bawled-out” by his professor, and, far 
from being offended, was glad that some- 
one was taking him seriously enough to 
take him to task. This was the first time 
anybody on the faculty had done this, 
and he was correspondingly grateful. 


THURSDAY e A missionary friend 
from Madagascar writes to tell me of 
the prevalence there of ancestor-worship 
and belief in spirits. They don’t seem 
to have much effect, however, on some 
people. He tells of a truck-driver ac- 
quaintance who, every Sunday morning, 
is visited by the spirit of his dead uncle, 
clad in white-suit, who wrestles with him 
about going to church—but the truck 
driver never gives in! On the other hand, 
a young girl at the missionary school 
has just departed, having been persuaded 
by her visiting spirit that education is a 
bad thing! No wonder we are told in 
the New Testament to “test the spirits.” 


FRIDAY ¢ The thirteen-year old son 
of my agnostic friend let slip the phrase, 
“the meaning of life” tonight, so I asked 
him what meaning life held for him, 
and how he conceived the purpose of his 
life. “My aim,” he said, with all the 
solemnity of youth, “is to leave the world 
a better place for my children and grand- 
children.” And then people say that 
modern man is not interested in escha- 
tology! 


SATURDAY © When my sermon for 
Sunday is finished, I like to take it out 
for a stroll in Main Street. What sounds 
impressive and convincing in the study 
sometimes reveals horrible gaps and flim- 
siness when it is brought into contact 
with a Saturday-night crowd. Preachers 
often seem to be answering questions no- 
body is asking. 


SUNDAY e My sermon this morning 
was called A Faith that Rebels—which 
is also the title of a book on the Miracles 
of Jesus written many years ago by 
David Cairns, but what gave it new cur- 
rency was my growing conviction that 
much modern Christianity is over-con- 
cerned with adapting to the status-quo 
rather than changing it, coming to terms 
with life rather than “making all things 
new.” 








Religion in Schools Is 
Opposed by Chicago Group 


CHICAGO (RNS) Chicago’s Parent- 
Teacher Association went on record as 
being opposed to any teaching about God 
in the city’s public schools, maintaining 
that such instruction is the responsibility 
of parents and churches. 

“We firmly believe that no public 
school system should be used to aid any 
or all religious faiths or sects in the dis- 
semination of their doctrine and ideals,” 
a PTA statement declared. 

It said the association “believes that 
moral and ethical values can be taught 
by explanation, experience and example, 
as is now the case, without a religious 
approach.” 

Religious leaders here said the PTA 
statement was not incompatible with the 
existing practice of releasing children 
from public school, at parental request, 
for weekly religious education classes in 
churches. 

The PTA said it differed with a policy 
statement issued last year by the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago which de- 
clared: 

“Reproducing moral and spiritual val- 
ues from generation to generation will 
not likely be successful without the mo- 
tivation of a deep and abiding faith in 
God.” 


The association said the ‘“‘validity of 
this assumption is questionable and could 
be disproved by segments of our citizenry 
who lead entirely secular lives, 
pletely moral and ethical.” 

Commenting on the PTA statement, 
John W. Harms, executive vice-president 
of the Chicago church federation, said 
the association’s action “was probably 
taken on the basis of a misunderstanding 
of what the Federation really advocates.” 

He said the church group “contends 
that a policy of so-called neutralism or 
silence about God in education is ac- 
tually partisanship and has the effect of 
denying religion’s importance in life.” 

Noting that while public schools do 
not advocate any political party, they 
are aware that such parties exist, Mr. 
Harms said, “We believe that 
should similarily acknowledge religion 
as a factor in life, and that the atheist 
should recognize this as an accurate 
report for the vast majority of the 
people.” 
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Florida Recommendation 
‘TALLAHASEE, FLA. (RNS)—Teaching 

of moral and spiritual values as part of 

regular classroom work will be recom- 
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mended to the Florida State Department 
of Education following a year-long test- 
ing of such instruction in 12 schools. 

Detailed findings and recommenda- 
tions of a special 21-member intercreedal 
committee which has worked on the proj- 
ect for three years are now being pre- 
pared for submission to the department. 

Religion can be taught in the public 
schools as an “allied subject” without 
violating the doctrine of church-state sep- 
aration, the committee found. 

It will recommend that the subject of 
religion not be avoided in the teaching 
of other subjects, and that there be spe- 
cific instruction on “moral and spiritual 
foundations in American democracy.” 

Final decision on whether such teach- 
ing is to be given in classrooms will be 
left up to county school boards, which 
in Florida control school curricula. 

Reports from the 12 schools in which 
moral and spiritual values were taught 
for the past year brought no objections 
from students, parents, teachers or the 
general public, it was learned. 

Dr. Sam H. Moorer of Tallahassee, 
director of the division of instructional 
field services for the Department of Edu- 
cation, said the committee was compiling 
a guide, based on the pilot study, to help 
teachers in preparing their instruction. 

Typical of the way in which religion 
was integrated into other subject matter, 
said Dr. Moorer, was the emphasis in 
a fourth grade history class that leaders 
who did most for their country were those 
with a strong religious faith. 

In a sixth grade class studying ancient 
civilizations, the role of religious leaders, 
such as Jesus, were touched upon. 

Among comments on the pilot project 
was one from a teacher who said that as 
a result of the program, students were 
“more conscious of their moral and spirit- 
ual obligations in society.” 


Church Is Called 
Too Easy to Join 


EvizABetH, N.J. (RNs)—Convinced 
that it’s too easy to join a church, a Prot- 
estant pastor here resolved to do some- 
thing about it. He drew up a list of 
membership requisites. 

“People have gotten to the point where 
they need know little, believe little and 
do little to join a church,” said Albert 
Fay Hill. 

So Mr. Hill, pastor of the 295-year- 
old First Presbyterian church here, set 
down the following rules for membership 
in his congregation. 

Prospective members must pledge them- 
selves to a lifelong study of the Bible 
and must attend at least ten instruction 
sessions. 


They will be asked to contribute time 
and talent as well as money. 

New members will be urged to tithe 
(donate 10 per cent of their annual in- 
come). 

Each new member will be expected to 
pray daily for “the whole church of 
Christ and to love and respect all of their 
brethren regardless of race, social status 
or past life.” 

A Presbyterian normally needs only 
acknowledge his acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as his “Lord and Savior.” 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 

Abingdon—(M)* William F. Junkin, 
Korea; J. A. Boyd, Abingdon; A. B. Wil- 
liford, Richlands; (E)* J. S. Gillespie, 
Tazewell; Frank Sanders, Saltville; T. W. 
Gibson, Wise. 

Asheville—(M) C. R. Stegall, William R. 
Klein, Black Mountain, N. C.; G. B. Talbot, 
Swannanoa, N. C.; (E) W. G. Lingo, George 
Abbott, Asheville, N. C.; J. A. Flanagan, 
Hendersonvile, N. C. 

Holston—(M) James A. Aldridge, John- 
son City; J. Leo Hall, Bristol, Tenn.; David 
V. Miller, Belgian Congo; Ralph A. Brown, 
(E) John B. Regen, Kingsport; Frank M. 
Fulkerson, Rogersville; R. E. Woodside, 
Crossnore, N. C.; Robert T. Wallace, Bris- 
tol, Tenn. 

Knoxville—(M) D. R. Greenhoe, Sweet- 
water; George R. Stuart, Decatur, Ga.; 
Samuel S. Wiley, Lookout’ Mountain; J. M. 
Carr, Atlanta, Ga.; I. M. Ellis CE) George 
Peters, Brantley Burns, Knoxville; D. Ned 
Startzel, John Vass, Chattanooga; Ralph 
E. Moore, Cleveland. 

SYNOD OF ARKANSAS 

East Arkansas—(M) William J. Fogle- 
man, Little Rock; Stephen L. Cook, Bates- 
ville; (E) Stanley D. Carpenter, Osceola; 
Lee Wilson, Pine Bluff. 

Ouachita—(M) Kenneth Snipes, El Do- 
rado; C. G. Gunn, Hot Springs; (E) Kim 
Hedrick, Warren; Adolph Wilkinson, Cam- 
den. 

Washburn—(™M) Jerry Otwell, Jackson- 
sonville; Basil Hicks, (E) E. L. Kirkham, 
N. Little Rock; J. R. Fair, Little Rock. 

SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 

Guerrant—(M) Douglass C. Amick, (E) 
W. P. Morton, Jr., Hazard. 

Lexington-Ebenezer—(M) W. E. Garda, 
Ashland: J. A. Depew, (E) Dr. J. J. Mon- 
roe, Lexington; Claude Darrell, Myers. 

Louisville—(M) M. R. Costanzo, Jeffer- 
sontown; E. O, Krueger, S. Ft. Mitchell; 
Cc. R. Gleason, W. H. Hopper, Jr., (E) 
Stuart Gates, O. O. Funk, E. H. Harris, 
Louisville; R. G. Johnson, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Muhlenberg—(M) Joseph B. Mullin, (F) 
R. G. Matheson, Paducah. 








Transylvania—(M) Stewart K. Lewis, 
Arlington, Va.; (E) Dumont H. Stigall, 
Somerset. 

*(M)—Ministers: *(E)—Elders. Where 


no city follows a commissioner's name, his 
home town is the next one listed 
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filling (and sometimes vulgar) magnifi- 
cence was always the Idol, like those 
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Christian Education—Omaha 
RSV Anniversary Plan 
Is Announced in Omaha 


Plans have been announced for a tenth 
anniversary celebration of the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible in 1962. 
They were made known at the recent 
annual meeting of the Division of Chris- 
tian Education of the National Council 
of Churches in Omaha, Nebr. 

It was reported at the meeting that 
the use of the Rsv is spreading constantly 
and is now used by boards of Christian 
education of 37 denominations, with a 
total church school enrollment of more 
than 22,000,000. Twenty-two commu- 
nions are now using the rsv solely for 
nearly all age-groups. More than 7,000,- 
000 volumes of the rsv have been dis- 
tributed in the six and a half years since 
its publication and an additional three 
and a half million copies of the rsv New 
Testament have been distributed. 


Summer Opportunities 

The annual meeting of Christian edu- 
cators heard a recommendation calling 
for American Protestant churches to re- 
plan their summer programs for children. 
Surveys show that the churches are not 
reaching underprivileged or upper-brack- 
et groups. Although 94% of the churches 
surveyed reported summer programs, few 
are making new contacts with children 
of upper- or lower-income families. 
Earlier surveys showed that the vacation 
church school was instrumental in bring- 





ing in children not previously enrolled 
in church programs. Although church- 
sponsored day camps are now more likely 
to reach underprivileged children, the 
researchers said, only 15% of the church- 
es in the study reported conducting them. 

A special study in Kalamazoo, Mich., 
showed that 51% of the boys and 40% 
of the girls do not take part in any 
church-sponsored summer activities. 
More than half of the families inter- 
viewed thought more community and 
church programs are needed. 

In one section at the Omaha meeting 
it was pointed out that churches need to 
develop more programs for gifted and 
mentally retarded children, recognizing 
that from 20 to 25% of children enrolled 
in church schools are either too slow or 
too rapid in learning to keep pace with 
the larger group. 


Division Heads 

Among officers elected by the sections 
of the Division of Christian Education 
were three Presbyterians: 

Adult Work: Louanna Roach of 
Richmond, Va., special field representa- 
tive of Presbyterian, U. S., Adult Work. 

Publishers: Cameron D. Deans, of 
Richmond, Va., general manager of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Publications Divi- 
sion. 

Youth Work: Robert I. Miller, Win- 
netka, Ill., minister to youth. 

Next year’s meeting of the division 
will be held Feb. 12-18 in St. Louis. 
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Comprehensive Education 
Program Is Called for 


From the annual meeting of the Di- 
vision of Christian Education of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in Omaha, 
Nebr., these emphases were made: 

Randolph Crump Miller, of the Yale 
Divinity School, said the “divorce be- 
tween the church and church school” 
results from the lack of a comprehensive 
educational program in the churches. 
“The minister simply has too much to 
do. He has to be pastor, preacher, edu- 
cator, and administrator, as well as a 
‘leader of leaders.’ 

“We also should distinguish between 
the functions of the clergy and the laity. 
I think that too often the minister robs 
the lay people of opportunities of carry- 
ing on their ministry.” 

Each clergyman, he said, must plan 
his duties not only in terms of the pur- 
pose of the church, but in terms of what 
God calls the lay people to do. A survey 
showing what lay people are actually 
doing in a parish, he said, would be of 
value. Good administration should bring 
all groups within the church into a com- 
prehensive program that is based on a 
sound and relevant theology. 


Student Concern 

William Kirkland, of McCormick 
Seminary, Chicago, told the Commission 
on Higher Education: 

“If students have not been impressed 
with us as Christian witnesses, perhaps 
it was because of our studied ‘sincerity’ 
and ‘contrived’ conscientiousness, perhaps 
our version of the gospel was ‘too glib,’ 
our creeds ‘too conventional,’” 

He said college students must be chal- 
lenged “with a more profound image of 
man and a more authentic image of hu- 
man community.” Today’s student, he 
said, thinks too often “in terms of his 
immediate family and the ‘peer-groups’ 
to which he belongs. It is our job to 
demonstrate and define a truer commu- 
nity to break through the campus limits 
that are being imposed on the collegiate 
conception and community.” 

In a discussion of the contribution of 
the Christian teacher, E. Fay Campbell, 
United Presbyterian, USA, higher edu- 
cation official, drew some contrasts be- 
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tween the thinking of college students in 
this country and in countries abroad as 
he said: 

“Students in this country are too often 
conformists and even nihilistic. They have 
a ‘what’s-the-use’ attitude and don’t want 
to stick their necks out. In contrast, Chris- 
tian students in the non-white nations 
where their faith provides a basis for 
their devotion to freedom, their intense 
anti-imperialism, and their love of de- 
mocracy and independence.” 


Weigle Tribute 

Dean-Emeritus Luther A. Weigle of 
the Yale Divinity School was honored 
upon his retirement after thirty years 
of service as chairman of the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sun- 
day School Associations. A luncheon was 
held in Omaha at which tribute was paid 
to the contribution of Dean Weigle. 

It was reported in Omaha that during 
the past 13 years a total of 21,500,000 
Americans have been reached by the Na- 
tional Christian Teaching Missions. A 
“Teaching Mission” is an eight-day 
community program of church self-study, 
church community census, cultivation, 
and church program expansion. A total 
of 7,649 congregations have cooperated 
in this program. 

A feature of the Omaha meeting was 
an art exhibit made possible by the co- 
operation of 13 of the nation’s leading 
art galleries that supplied reproductions 
of 103 famous paintings. 


Presbyterian Leader Tells 
Of Crimes of Batista 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—A leading 
Presbyterian Church executive in Cuba 
said here he is “openly proud” of the part 
he and “many other Christian clergy” 
played in overthrowing Batista and bring- 
ing Castro to power. 

Cecilio Arrastia, evangelism secretary 
for the Presbytery of Cuba and the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation in Latin America, 
said that from the earliest days of the 
rebellion clergy of all faith gave at least 
overt support to the rebels by feeding 
and sheltering them, and ministering to 
victims of atrocities and stricken fam- 
ilies. 

Mr. Arrastia said that he himself 
served at the request of close friends in 
the revolutionist underground as a cou- 
rier and once personally delivered $10,- 
000 to Castro from Rafael Cepeda, a 
Presbyterian minister who was the treas- 
urer of the “26th of July Fund.” 

Here on a 12-day speaking tour of 
the Philadelphia Presbytery, Mr. Arras- 
tia said that although the Batista forces 
must have known that clergymen were 
extending help to the rebels, there were 
only rare threats and practically no per- 
secution of either clergy or congregations 
as a whole. 

About a year ago, he noted, conditions 
became so bad the Council of Evangelical 
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Churches in Cuba considered a resolu- 
tion asking Batista to resign. But it was 
not adopted or made public, he ex- 
plained, in fear that “bloody retribution” 
might take place and the clergy’s role 
in helping the revolution might be ham- 
pered. 

Mr. Arrastia recalled how one prom- 
inent Presbyterian was forced into exile 
for his personal safety. He was vice- 
president of La Progresiva, a Presby- 
terian school of 2,000 in Cardenas. The 
school was surrounded several times by 
troops in moves to silence “talk of de- 
mocracy” among the students, Mr. Ar- 
rastia said. 

The military executions in Cuba were 
the “lesser of two evils,” Mr. Arrastia 
said. ‘Without them, the masses would 
have acted in mob violence, and blood 
would have flowed freely in the streets 
in a repetition of the ‘blood-bath’ that 
took place when President Machado was 
overthrown in 1933.” 

Citing the “barbarous murders and 
tortures of thousands under Batista,” he 
said many of the victims were unarmed 
youth, whose only “crime” was being 
young and favoring political freedom.” 
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Heads of Homes for 
Missionaries Meet 


Attanta, GA. (pN)—For the first 
time since the establishment of the four 
homes for missionaries on furlough in 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., the lead- 
ers of the boards controlling these homes 
met recently to discuss common problems 
and methods of operation. 

The four homes, each located near one 
of the churches’ seminaries, were repre- 
sented at the meeting by the presidents 
of the controlling boards of trustees. It 
was the first time these presidents have 
ever had an opportunity to meet and 
confer. Present were: Mrs. George A. 
Washburn of Richmond, Va., president 
of Mission Court, near Union Seminary, 
Richmond; Mrs. Francis M. Womack 
of Jacksonville, Fla., president of Mis- 
sion Haven near Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga.; Mrs. Frank Lyon of Little 
Rock, Ark., president of Mission Ranch, 
near Austin Seminary, Austin, Tex.; and 
Mrs. J. F. Gregory of Louisville, Ky., 
chairman of the board of Presbyterian 
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Furlough Home near Louisville Sem- 
inary. 

The four homes are under the control 
of the Women of the Church of the synods 
which support each of the seminaries, 
and are not directly connected with the 
seminaries except through their represen- 
tation on the boards of the furlough 
homes. 

The presidents of the homes reported 
that the four centers are full this year, 
and all have had to turn down applica- 
tions from missionaries coming home on 
furlough during 1958-59. A total of 27 
families are being cared for at the homes 
at the present. Austin’s Mission Ranch 
has four families; Louisville has four; 
Mission Haven in Decatur has seven 
families; and Mission Court in Rich- 
mond has 12. In addition, Mission Ha- 
ven is serving two other families in 
nearby rented quarters. 

Mission Court in Richmond is the old- 
est of the four, having been established 
in 1920. Mission Haven, Decatur, fol- 
lowed in 1950, and the Women’s Birth- 
day Offering of 1953 made it possible 
to open the last two and expand the two 
older units. 

The Birthday Offering supplied about 
$45,000 to each of the four units, result- 
ting in the present rent-free apartments 
or homes available for the church’s mis- 
sionaries. 

The four leaders who met in Atlanta 
exchanged information on administra- 
tive, financing and maintenance methods, 
and reached the conclusion that expan- 
sion of present facilities is needed im- 
mediately if the requests for space are to 
be met. 


Wilson College President 
Asks Closer Church Ties 


ALLENTOWN, Pa. (rRNs)—Greater 
church activity in higher education was 
advocated by President Paul S. Havens 
of Wilson College at the annual general 
assembly of the Pennsylvania Council 
of Churches here. 
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He proposed a closer “partnership” 
between churches and denominational] 
colleges because this is “the only rela- 
tionship the church has with higher ed- 
ucation today.” 

At the same time the assembly passed 
a resolution opposing use of any public 
funds for the support of sectarian educa- 
tion. 

Another resolution reiterated the 
Council’s opposition to horse racing with 
wagering in the state, and directed legis- 
lative opposition to such proposals. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


In the Synod of Virginia efforts are 
being made to present the opportunities 
represented at Hampden-Sydney and 
Mary Baldwin Colleges, plus the work 
of Campus Christian Life at 24 other 
colleges and universities in connection 
with a major financial campaign now 
underway. With full solicitation expected 
to be completed this month, alumni of 
Mary Baldwin and Hampden-Sydney 
have been invited to make their con- 
tributions in separate campaigns begin- 
ning March 1. 





* * * 


The Davidson College (N. C.) mil- 
lion-dollar Dana Challenge Program has 
been launched in Charlotte, N. C. Charles 
A. Dana, automotive parts manufacturer 
and educational philanthropist, has 
pledged $400,000 on condition that 
$600,000 be secured from corporations, 
foundations and other friends of the col- 
lege. Science laboratories costing $625,- 
000 and a $375,000 dormitory will be 
erected. Since the Dana gift was an- 
nounced, $175,000 has been given or 
pledged. 


* * x 


The Irwin-McKay Infirmary is the 
fourth building to be completed during 
the current academic year on the Queens 
College (N. C.) campus. The new in- 
firmary is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas M. Belk, honoring Dr. Hamilton 
W. McKay, Charlotte physician, Dr. 
John R. Irwin, of Charlotte, and the 
late Dr. Henderson Irwin, Eureka, N. C. 
Other new buildings at Queens: three 
sorority lodges, a residence hall to house 
140 students now under construction. 
Bids for construction of a new library 
will be opened in April. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 


FOR SALE 


FURNISHED MONTREAT COTTAGE FOR 

SALE. Large, choice location. Kentucky 
Road. Pine panelled. Stone fireplace. Three 
bedrooms. Outdoor grill. All utilities elec- 
tric. Reasonable. MARION G. BRADWELL, 
COVENANT CHURCH, ALBANY, GEOR- 
GIA. 
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JESUS UNDERGOES TRIAL 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 15, 1959 
Mark 14:53-15:15 Print 15:1-15 


Actually it was not Jesus who was 
tried, but Peter, Pilate, the political and 
religious leaders, the populace. 


|. The Preliminary Examination, 

14:53-65 

After his arrest Jesus was led before 
the Jewish leaders for examination. This 
was strictly in opposition to the Jewish 
law, which provided that no accused per- 
son should be arraigned in the night. 
The authorities were determined, how- 
ever, to rush matters through before 
Jesus’ friends could be aroused. They 
wished to confront the city in the morn- 
ing with a “fait accompli.” Under such 
circumstances the law was nothing but 
a formality. F. C. Grant suggests: 

“Instead of being a regular trial before 
the Sanhedrin, what took place was prob- 
ably a private examination in camera, 
conducted secretly by the powerful ene- 
mies who had Jesus in their hands and 
were determined to put him out of the 
way by the surest and swiftest means 
available. This turned out to be denun- 
ciation before Pilate, in the hope of land- 
ing the whole movement in disgrace and 
making it impossible for his following to 
continue.” 


The illegality of the whole business 
becomes more evident as the trial con- 
tinues. Having formed the purpose of 
putting Jesus to death, the court sought 
witnesses against him. Nominally they 
were his judges; actually they were his 
prosecutors. False witnesses, evidently 
hired to testify so that an indictment 
might be brought, were secured, but their 
witness did not agree. Seemingly the 
most dangerous charge they brought is 
that mentioned in verse 58, perhaps a 
garbled report of Jesus’ words reported 
in John 2:19. Very likely it could be 
traced back ultimately to his prediction 
that the Temple would be destroyed 
(Mark 13:1-23), which some had inter- 
preted in a revolutionary sense. But 
even here the testimony of different wit- 
nesses disagreed in essential particulars. 
Had the Sanhedrin been proceeding ac- 
cording to the ordinary rules, Jesus must 
now have been released, for even without 
the assistance of witnesses testifying in 
his favor there was nothing to condemn 
him. 

In this situation the High Priest, in- 
stead of releasing him, resorted to further 
illegal methods. He attempted to compel 
the prisoner to testify against himself, 
something as much forbidden by law in 
Jewish as in American procedure. Jesus 
was aware of his legal rights and refused 
to speak so long as no charge had been 
established against which he need defend 
himself. 

The High Priest in desperation asked 
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one final question: ‘Are you the Christ 
(i.e., the Messiah), the Son of the 
Blessed ?”? And then he got his answer. 
Jesus had implicitly claimed to be the 
Messiah when he entered Jerusalem the 
week before, but never had he put the 
claim into clear, unmistakable language. 
Now the time had come for him to make 
his confession before the highest tribunal 
of the nation. “To be silent now would 
wear the look of abdicating his claim at 
the critical moment of his life.” He an- 
swered, “I am,” and then, quoting the 
words of Daniel 7:13, declared, ‘‘and 
you will see the Son of man sitting at 
the right hand of Power, and coming 
with the clouds of heaven.” This might 
be literally construed, or it might only 
mean that they would see with their own 
eyes the advancing Kingdom of the Son 
of Man in the world. Such a claim was 
adjudged to be blasphemy. It was not 
such in the strict technical sense, but as 
Montefiore, the Jewish scholar, says: 

“The claim to be Messiah, without any 
of the ordinary qualifications of a Mes- 
siah—a claim admitted by a solitary pris- 
oner in the full power of his enemies— 
must have seemed a presumptuous inso- 
lence, a kind of taking God’s holy prom- 
ises in vain.” 


He was, therefore, immediately sen- 
tenced to death. The meeting then ad- 
journed until the morning, Jesus being 
turned over, meanwhile, to the guards, 
who, to amuse themselves, spat upon him 
(a Jewish way of showing utter con- 
tempt), slapped his face with the palm 
of their hands, and struck him with their 
fists. 


Il. Peter’s Denial, Mark 14:66-72 

While Jesus was undergoing a quasi- 
legal trial, Peter was undergoing a 
searching moral trial. When Jesus re- 
buked him in the Garden and himself 
offered no resistance, Peter dropped his 
sword and fled with the other disciples 
into the darkness. He soon turned back, 
however, and followed Jesus at a dis- 
tance, an act of extraordinary boldness 
for one who had wounded the High 
Priest’s servant. The story of what fol- 
lowed in the courtyard of the High 
Priest’s palace is told very vividly. The 
slave girl recognized Peter, warming 
himself before the fire, as one whom she 
had previously seen in the company of 
Jesus. She looked at him and said, “You 
also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 
Peter, caught unawares, disclaimed any 
knowledge of what she was talking about. 
His uneasiness then led him to withdraw 
into the gateway. Concerned for his 
safety, he still could not bear to leave 
the scene. 


The servant girl followed him and 
charged him, this time before the by- 
standers, with being a disciple of Jesus. 
Again Peter denied it. Then the whole 
group began to press the charge, perhaps 
because they enjoyed his discomfiture. 
Peter began to invoke a curse on himself 
and to swear, “I do not know this man 
of whom you speak.” Just then the cock 
crew for the second time, and, according 
to Luke (22:61), the Lord turned and 
looked at Peter. It was a look of sor- 
row and sympathy, an indescribable look 
that cut Peter to the heart. He called 
to mind the words that Jesus had spoken, 
warning him against this very deed. And 
he broke down and wept. 

From this time on, and indeed until 
after the crucifixion as A. T. Robertson 
wrote: 

“Peter drops out of the picture, a deso- 
late deserter, groping in the dark with 
his sins and his sorrow. ... The story of 
Peter’s downfall is told with sheer sim- 
plicity and graphic power in the four 
Gospels. There is no effort to cover up 
his sin nor to justify it.” 


We will not fail to note, however, how 
human and natural it was. Peter could 
not save Jesus; the Master had refused 
his proffered aid, offered against impos- 
ing odds. The thought might naturally 
occur, Why should I also throw my own 
life away? But “Mark, who wrote under 
Peter’s influence, puts the dreadful fact 
as sharply and clearly as the rest. Peter 
has no defense to make for his denials. 
The look of Jesus melted his heart and 
broke it.” But for such a man, who sins 
however grievously and then weeps, there 
is hope. 

Not only Peter in the judgment hall, 

Not only in the centuries gone by, 

Did coward hearts deny Thee, Lord of 

all; 

But even jn our time, and constantly; 

For feeble wills. and the mean fear of 

men, 

And selfish dread, are with us now as 

then. 


Today we vow allegiance to Thy name; 

Today our souls, ourselves, we pledge 
to Thee, 

Yet if a storm-wind of reproach or blame 

Rises and beats upon us suddenly, 

Faltering and fearful, we deny our Lord, 

By traitorous silence or by uttered word. 


We close our lips when speech would 
wake a sneer: 

We turn aside and shirk the rougher 
path; 

We gloss and blink as if we did not hear 

The scoffing word which calls for right- 
eous wrath. 

All unrebuked we let the scoffer go, 

And we deny our Lord and Master so. 


Come, Thou, as once of old Thou camest 


in 

And ‘looked on Peter’ in the judgment 
hall; 

Let that deep, grieved gaze rebuke our 
sin, 


Questioning, recalling, wakening, par- 
doning all,- 

Till we go out and weep the whole night 
long, 

Made strong by sorrow as he was made 
strong.—StsANn COoLIpGcE. 
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ill. The Trial Before Pilate, Mark 

15:1-15 

The Sanhedrin, according to the Ro- 
man law, could condemn, but it could 
not execute a prisoner. This was reserved 
either with or without a new trial for 
the Roman procurator, in this case, Pon- 
tius Pilate. In order to bring about a 
trial by this Roman it was necessary to 
formulate a charge that merited death 
under Roman law. That upon which 
Jesus had just been condemned by the 
Jewish authorities would have stood no 
more in the court of Pilate than that 
against Paul with Gallio in Corinth 
(Acts 18:15). At daybreak, therefore, 
the Sanhedrin met for consultation, 
bound Jesus, and carried him before 
Pilate. The charge which they preferred 
was that of lése majesté, or attempted 
revolution (Luke 23:2), growing out of 
his claim to be the Messianic King. 

Pilate asked, the Greek indicates with 
a feeling of surprise, ‘“‘Are you the King 
of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “You have 
said so.” What did he mean? Some ex- 
positors, Moffatt, for example, say that 
he meant to answer Pilate’s question in 
the affirmative; others, that he meant to 
answer it in the negative; it seems much 
more likely, from the form of the answer 
and from the total context, that Jesus 
meant his answer to be non-committal. 
In other words, he neither admitted nor 
denied the charge. There was a sense 
in which he was a king, but as Dr. Tur- 
ner has pointed out: 

“He trusted to the whole circumstances 
of the position to convince Pilate that he 
and his few followers, unarmed and un- 
resisting (apart from the impetuous act 
of a single disciple in Gethsemane), were 
not meditating any action in the political 
sphere.” John tells us that he went on 
to explain, “My kingship is not of this 
world; if my kingship were of this world, 
my servants would fight, that I might 
not be handed over to the Jews; but my 
kingship is not from the world” (John 
18:36). 

Pilate, taking in the situation, gave 
the priests to understand that he found 
no fault in the accused. This provoked 
a fresh outburst of accusations (vs. 4). 
Somewhat shaken by these new and se- 
rious charges, Pilate questioned Jesus 
further but elicited no reply. His life 
was sufficient answer to these charges, 
and he knew, moreover, that Pilate was 
cognizant of the facts. The governor 
marveled at the tranquil, dignified silence 
maintained by Jesus in the face of the 
fierce storm of accusations and the danger 
of the charges made against him. In 
his embarrassment Pilate jumped at the 
mention of Galilee as the scene of Jesus’ 
teaching and sent Jesus to Herod, the 
ruler of Galilee, who was attending the 
feast. But Herod refused to accept the 
responsibility (Luke 23:6-12) and re- 
turned Jesus to the “court of original 
jurisdiction.” 

Actuated by the Roman ideal of jus- 
tice, Pilate now hit upon a fresh expe- 
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dient for releasing Jesus. He saw the 
people of the city coming up to demand 
their annual privilege of securing the 
release of one outstanding prisoner. He 
knew that the priests had delivered up 
Jesus through envy and that Jesus had 
always been popular with the people, 
who shortly before had acclaimed his 
entrance into the city. And so Pilate 
went over the heads of the chief priests 
and appealed to the populace, “Do you 
want me to release for you the King of 
the Jews?” 

But for the first time in Jesus’ life 
the people turned against him. They 
called for the release, not of Jesus, but 
of Barabbas. This Barabbas, we are 
told, was an insurrectionist, a man of ac- 
tion, a believer in violence, one of a 
group who in the insurrection had com- 
mitted murder; apparently he was one 
of the Sicarii, or dagger men, a terrorist, 
one of the left-wing Zealots, who were 
constantly pushing the nation closer to 
that disastrous war with Rome against 
which Jesus had repeatedly warned the 
people. Jesus, on the other hand, had 
revealed himself—in this particular 
emergency, at least—as a pacifist, as a 
man who refused to allow his followers 
to strike a single blow on his behalf. He 
had raised the Messianic expectations 
of the people to the highest point, only 
to dash them to the ground again by his 
subsequent inaction and apparent power- 
lessness. 

It was a clear choice, then, between 
two men and two philosophies: Barab- 
bas, an exponent of violence, committed 
to the way of war; and Jesus, an ex- 
ponent of love, committed to the way of 
peace. 

Faced with this choice, the Jerusalem 
populace chose Barabbas, just as so fre- 
guently since then men have chosen the 
method of Barabbas, that of force, over 
against the method of Jesus, that of 
love. 

Even so that terrible cry, ‘“Crucify 
him!” would probably not have arisen 
but for the instigation of the priests. 
Having lost confidence in Jesus they 
were ready to follow their accustomed 
leaders. We must remember, too, that 
the crowd which acclaimed him on Sun- 
day were largely Galileans, pilgrims to 
the festival. This crowd was composed 
largely, we may imagine, on Judeans, 
more completely under the control of the 
priests. 

Pilate was not willing to stand against 
rulers and people. It was not worth his 
while to risk his position in order to 
save an innocent Jew. One death more 
or less was—to him—a small matter. So 
he ordered Barabbas to be released and 
Jesus to be scourged. This was a com- 
mon preliminary to crucifixion. The in- 
strument was a whip, the leather lashes 
loaded with lead and iron. Pilate then 
turned Jesus over to the soldiers to be 
crucified. 


The Roman governor was not one who 
would be considered “‘a bad man, much 
less a moral monster. He was not care- 
less about his work; he heard the evi- 
dence patiently. Nor did he mean to be 
unjust. No, he was simply a politician 
who found himself in a difficult situation 
and was trying to avoid a decision. What 
occupied his mind was how to keep on 
good terms with the emperor at Rome, 
how to hold his office and retire in a few 
years without mishap, and enjoy a quiet 
old age. . . . He would have liked to see 
justice done to Jesus, whom he regarded 
as a gentle, harmless, visionary; but he 
felt he could not take the risk. . . .” Just 
a politician! Trying to avoid a deci- 
sion! Desiring justice, but unwilling to 
risk his position to secure it! 

How did Pilate look back upon this, 
the most momentous decision of his 
career? A friend of “Simeon Stylites,” 
popular columnist of The Christian Cen- 
tury, dreamed that Pilate wrote this letter 
to a friend in Rome: 

The Most Noble Tertius Quartus, 
Rome. 

Your Excellency: You may have heard 
of the disturbance in Jerusalem last spring 
over the trial and execution of one Chris- 
tus. It was quite a nuisance. But then, 
everything in this miserable province is 
a nuisance. But it passed off all right, and 
we will never hear of Christus again. 

My skirts are clear. I rather like the 
man. He was what these Jews call a 
prophet, from upcountry, unsophisticated, 
of course. But compared to the rabble 
yelling their heads off, and the priests 
pushing their flimsy charges with no evi- 
dence at all that would hold in a Roman 
court, he was dignified and attractive. I 
told them plainly and courageously that 
I found no fault in him. But they kept 
yelling, ‘Crucify him’ So I washed my 
hands of the whole affair. 

My reasons were sound. To have let 
this Christus go free would have meant 
a riot and disorder and, no doubt, com- 
plaints to Rome. And you know that 
could be a lot of trouble. A procurator 
must keep order above all things. Besides, 
it was none of my business, really. The 
man had committed no crime, but after 
all it was not my affair to mix into the 
squabbles of these fanatical Jews. It 
was their business, not mine. 

And then it just happened to be a lucky 
chance to get solid backing from two 
groups usually opopsed to me—the priests 
and the populace. I couldn’t let that slip. 
It will mean a lot to my prestige and 
career here, and I hope in Rome too. 

So if you hear any different reports, 
dismiss them. 

With high esteem, 
PONTIUS PILATE. 
(By permission, The Christian Century) 

“Then I woke up,” wrote Simeon’s 
friend. “And I said, Great heavens! 
Those are the same reasons I give my- 
self every day for not doing something 
that I know I ought to do—too much 
trouble, not my business, it won't pay off. 
Yours, Pontius Jones.” 

As we think of Judas, who betrayed 
Jesus; of Peter, who denied him; of 
Pilate, who condemned him; and of the 
people, who preferred in the last analysis 
the man of violence to the man of peace, 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE ART OF BUILDING WORSHIP SERV- 
ICES. By T. B. McDormand. Broadman 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., 123 pp., $2.50. 

The simple style and refreshingly in- 
formal language used make this book 
readable and enjoyable. It is of particu- 
lar value to the young minister, seminary 
student or lay leader in the church who 
desires something in worship different 
from the conventional, worn-out patterns 
of liturgy that have little more than age 
and tradition to support their use. 

The author’s emphasis upon creativity 
without the loss of dignity and reverence 
in building the worship service presents 
a challenge to those who seek help in 
this art. A simple reading of the various 
possibilities in structuring the service 
convict one of the lack of excuse in ever 
permitting formal worship to grow old 
and dry. Especially true is this of his 
treatment of the call to worship, the 
hymns and the reading of the Scripture. 

There is an abundance of resource ma- 
terial, both from the Scriptures them- 
selves, and from hymns, poems and re- 
source books. Of special interest are the 
ten simple worship services for youth (or 
adults) in the closing chapter. Here are 
ten good services that could well restore 
vitality to the youth program of the local 
church. 

Matcouim §. ALEXANDER. 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary. 


CALIFORNIA CULT, The Story of Man- 
kind Unlimited. By H. T. Dohrman. Beacon 
Press, Boston. 163 pp., $3.95. 

Religious cults are numerous, famous, 
and extreme in these United States, in 
some four hundred different groups and 
with more than five million adherents, 
extending from the State of Washington 
to Florida and from Maine to California. 
Sunny California has produced more 
than her share of these cults just as the 
U.S. has produced them in prodigal fash- 
ion. They have usually had their be- 
ginning in some unusual person who has 
some unusual idea and who poses as a 
modern religious Messiah. The cult fol- 
lower, however, is neither underprivi- 
leged or overprivileged, neither an ex- 
tremist or a crackpot, neither deluded or 
benighted. He is very much like you and 





the man of hate to the man of love, we 
appreciate anew the words of the proph- 
et: “He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities” 
(Isaiah 53:5). 

It was not Jesus who was on trial; 
it was Peter, Pilate, the political and 
religious leaders, the populace—and it is 
now we ourselves who are on trial. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


tion of Education. National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 








The lesson material has been taken from 
The Gospel according to Mark and Its Mean- 
ing for Today,”” by E. T. Thompson, published 
by the John Knox Press. 


MARCH 2, 1959 


me in race, patriotism, age, and sex. 

The author here tells the fascinating 
story of yet another cult which came forth 
out of the throes of the Depression in Los 
Angeles, a cult which promised to save 
the world from the greedy, vicious, in- 
satiable Hidden Rulers who were bent 
on enslaving mankind. Mankind Unlim- 
ited was to set men free from money- 
crazed enslavers, end all war, give every 
initiated family an air-conditioned $25,- 
000 home, a four-day week, and four- 
hour day, and real security! 

During World War II the warless 
cult began to lose ground, and in 1942 
the F.B.I. swooped down on the leaders 
of the cult and took them into custody as 
violators of the Wartime Sedition Act. 
A millennial mission to save civilization 
led Arthur L. Bell, a man of numerous 
aliases and doubles to organize under 
another name, that of Christ’s Church 
of the Golden Rule. Faithful followers 
were asked to pledge at least one-half 
of their total salary or income . . . to beg, 
borrow, or mortgage all property. The 
cult thrived and became very much of 
this world, with assets estimated at 
$5,000,000, a long list of valuable prop- 
erties, and some 250,000 faithful fol- 
lowers. 


Evidently some of the passionate lead- 
ers lived too well; some became suspi- 
cious and envious. The courts came in 
with investigations. By 1953 there were 
only 250 left and three years later less 


than one hundred. The doomed world 
was beyond redemption, and earthly 
mankind would remain disunited! 

OHN A. WOMELDORF. 
Guilford, College, N. C. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Woman Wants God. Mary Lou Lacy. 
John Knox Press, Richmond. $2. 

Ministry and Priesthood. T. W. Manson. 
John Knox Press, Richmond. $1.50. 

The Sword of the Spirit. Grace Lynn 
Platt. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

Luther’s Works, Volume 32. H. T. Leh- 
mann, Editor. Muhlenberg Press, Philadel- 
phia. $5. 

The Amplified New Testament. Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
$3.95. 

Word Power. Vernon Howard. Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., N. Y. $4.95. 

The Christian Conscience and War. Com- 
mission of Theologians & Religious Lead- 
ers. Church Peace Commission, Nyack, N. 
Y. 25¢, paper. 

They Went to College Early. Evaluation 
Report #2. Fund for Advancement of Ed- 
ucation, N. Y. No price listed. 

Psychopathic Personality and Neurosis. 
A. A. A. Terruwe. J. J. Kenedy & Sons, 
N. Y. $3.50. 

The Future Growth of World Population. 
United Nations. Columbia University Press, 
N. Y. 80¢, paper. 

Social Work Fellowships and Scholar- 
ships in the U. S. and Canada. Council on 
Social Work Education, N. Y. $1, paper. 

The White Tribe. Mildred Matson. Van- 
tage Press, N. Y. $3.75. 

I Believe in Jesus Christ. Walter Russell 
Bowie. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
$1.25. 

















At your bookstore 


BROADMAN 
PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 





BROADMAN PRESS announces the publication of four 
books by A. T. Robertson—newly revised—that represent 
the best of his thinking and writing. For those who 
have read Dr. Robertson’s books in the past and for 
those who have yet to discover them, these books offer 
outstanding reading. 


Just released 


STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
Revised by Heber F. Peacock 
Using an expository approach rather than detailed 
commentary, this book brings out the peculiarly modern 
note in the emphasis upon social problems and ‘reality 
in religion found in James. 


$2.75 


STUDIES IN MARK’S GOSPEL 

Revised by Heber F. Peacock 

Already gaining wide approval since its publication 
last fall, this is a most enlightening interpretation of 
Mark’s Gospel. 


$2.50 


Forthcoming Robertson revisions 
PAUL AND THE INTELLECTUALS 


Revised by W. C. Strickland 


Summer, 1959 


PAUL’S JOY IN CHRIST 
Revised by W. C. Strickland 


Fall, 1959 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

William A. Hearn, from Memphis, 
Tenn., to associate pastor of the Wallace 
Memorial church, Panama City, Fla. 
in Southwest Denver, Colo., (U.P.U.S.A.). 

John K. Borresen, Jr., from Huntington, 
W. Va., to Barbour Lane, Rt. 1, Louisville 
7, Ky. 

Raymond J. Bail, from Atlanta, Ga., to 
the Westminster Church, Rome, Ga., 2704 
Garden Lakes Blvd. 

Henry E. Moore, from Holdenville, 
Okla., to Box 1757, Abilene, Texas. 

Cary R. Blain, from Washington, D. C., 
to Steinhatchee, Fla. 

Albert C. Holt, from Montreat, N. C., to 
Keystone Hts., Fla. 

Herman Jones, from 
Box 407, Quitman, Ga. 

R. L. McLaurin, from Toomsuba, Miss., 
to 4625 Arthur St., Meridian, Miss. 

David A. Huffines, Jr., from Lillington, 
N. C., to 1510 Primrose PIl., Birmingham 
9, Ala. 

Roy D. Connor, Jr., from Indianapolis, 
Ind., to the First church, Hollywood, Fla 
(U. S.) 








Atlanta, Ga., to 


Presbyterian U. P., USA 

Robert W. Youngs, of Scarsdale, N. Y., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Wichita, Kans., effective April 12. 

R. M. Hudson, who has been superin- 
tendent of Home Missions for Memphis 
Presbytery, will begin (March 15) work 
toward the organization of a new church 

Carl E. Kircher, who lives in Lakeland, 
Fla., is serving as stated supply of the 
First church, Yankeetown, Fla. 

Kenneth T. McGehee, formerly of Belle 
Plains, Kans., has become pastor of St. 
Matthew church, 6001 E. 136th St., Grand- 
view, Mo. 

Rex E, Lawhead, from 
Calif., to 7765 Glassport 
Park, Calif. 

George M. Rynick, from Cambridge. 
N. Y., to the First church, Green Lane 
and Emilie, Levittown, Pa. 

John S. Shew, from Bloomington, II1., to 
the First church, Belmont at 5th St., 
Grand Forks, N. D. 

Clarence J. Sutton, from Martins Ferry, 
Ohio, to Rt. 1, Salesville, Ohio. 

Harold S. Wilson, from Fresno, Calif., 
to 2431 H St., Sacramento 16, Calif. 

Raymond G. Wickersham, from Fernan- 
dina Beach, Fla. (U.S.), to Trinity church, 
Port Neches, Texas, Box 3185. 

Wallace |. McDonald, from Indianapolis, 
Ind., to the Monticello, Ind., church. 

Frederick G. Tyrrell, from Evansville, 
Ind., to the First church, Jacksonville, II. 

Latham E., Wright, from Elizabeth, Ind., 
to the Rushville, Ind., church. 


Peace College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 


At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 
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Paul Sherrill, from Bedford, Ind., to the 
Fowler, Ind., church. 

J. Justus Saalwaechter, from Logans- 
port, Ind., to the Earlham Heights church, 
Richmond, Ind. 


DEATHS 


Mrs. J. W. (Della Nichol) Ranson, for- 
mer missionary to India, died in Wash- 
ington, Pa., Jan. 14 after a ten-day illness. 
The Ransons were on their way to Flori- 
da when Mrs. Ranson suffered a heart 
attack. Mr. Ranson, who retired from 
Pakistan in 1944 and has been serving 
the West Park U. P. church, recently 
retired from that service and is now en- 
gaged in a supply ministry, living at 
2626 Milford Dr., Bethel Park, Pa. 

John D. Bigger, 78, retired medical mis- 
sionary to Korea, died Feb. 12 in Braden- 
ton, Fla., following a heart attack. Dr. 
Bigger served in Korea 1912-42, conclud- 
ing with two years of imprisonment by 
the Japanese. Following the war he 
served in relief and rehabilitation efforts 
until retirement in 1951. His wife and 
four children survive him. 


MAN-OF-THE-YEAR 


W. B. Heyward, Raeford, N. C., pastor 
was chosen by the Kiwanis Club of that 
city as the Man-of-the-Year for 1958. 

D. P. McGeachy, 3d, Sylva, N. C., was 
named Man-of-the-Year in Jackson County 
by the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


FELLOWSHIP AWARDS 

Among the 35 faculty members from 31 
theological schools receiving awards from 
the American Association of Theological 
Schools for the coming year are six 
Presbyterians. Grants for these fellow- 
ships are made from the _ Sealantic 
(Rockefeller Brothers) Fund to stimulate 
theological scholarship and_ teaching. 
Twenty-eight of the 35 expect to study 


abroad from nine to fifteen months. T 
Presbyterians are: 

Robert McAfee Brown, Union Sem 
nary, N. Y.; Arnold B. Come, San Fra 
cisco Seminary; Felix B. Gear, Columbi 
Seminary; Hugh T. Kerr, Jr., Princeton 
L. C. Rudolph, Louisville; J. A. Whartor 
Austin. 


IRISH MODERATOR 

Thomas Smyth, Rathgar, Dublin, min 
ter, will become Moderator of the Ger 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Chured 
of Ireland in June, succeeding Wiillia 
McAdam of Newry, County Down. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (U.S.) 

William H. Boyd, Lake City, S. C., wi 
become director of Presbyterian, U.S. 
youth work April 1. 

William B. Gaston, Jacksonville, Fla, 
will join the staff of the Presbyterian 
U. S., Board of Christian Education, Rich 
mond, Va., Mar. 1, serving in the depart: 
ment of adult publications. 


Dallas Book Store 


Edward S. Hughes of Ft. Worth, Tex- 
as, has become manager of the Presby- 
terian Book Store in Dallas, succeeding 
George Stratman, who has become as- 
sistant to the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly. 

A graduate of the College of Wooster 
and with service in the Navy, Mr. 
Hughes has been working as a geologist 
with the Gulf Oil Corporation in Texas, 
having his master’s degree in geology 
from the University of Minnesota. He is 
a deacon in the First church of Ft. 
Worth. 
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